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Attitudes of Palestinian Youth towards Sino-Palestinian Relations
A Field Study
Summary

The study aims to examine the attitudes of the Palestinian youth in the West
Bank and Gaza Strip towards Chinese-Palestinian relations through the
following dimensions: Political and diplomatic relations, economic relations,
health cooperation, cultural and scientific exchange, and technological

cooperation.

Its importance stems from being, within the limits of the study's authors’
knowledge, the first field survey to be conducted in the West Bank and Gaza
Strip on the attitudes of Palestinian youth towards Chinese-Palestinian
relations, and thus the results and recommendations are expected to be useful

to decision-makers on both sides.

The study adopted a descriptive-analytical approach as a scientific method in
data collection, classification and analysis, in order to reach scientific results, in
addition to the statistical analysis of the questionnaire results using Statistical

Packages for the Social Sciences (SPSS).

The study used multiple research tools: the attitude questionnaire toward

Chinese-Palestinian relations, focus groups, and interviews.



The field survey was conducted during September 2021, on a random sample of
1009 participants, that represent the Palestinian youth in the West Bank and

Gaza Strip, with 3% margin of error rate.

The Most Significant Results

A strong desire among Palestinian youth to develop Chinese-Palestinian

relations in all fields, offset by dissatisfaction with the existing level of

cooperation.

e A high level of satisfaction (65%) with the voting behavior of China in the
United Nations.

o 44% of the youth believe that what China is actually doing to resolve the
conflict does not commensurate with its international standing.

e Only 17% believe that China is putting pressure on Israel to halt settlement
expansion.

e 68% of young people want China to support holding an international
conference under the auspice of the United Nations.

® 65% of the youth support China's sponsorship of the negotiations between
Palestine and Israel.

e 61% believe that Chinese aid to Palestine, compared to other countries, is
below the required level.

® 72% have concerns about the growing economic relations between China and
Israel.

o 78% of the youth oppose the Chinese partnership with Israel within the

framework of the "Belt and Road" initiative.



High level of satisfaction with China's support for Palestine during the
COVID-19 pandemic crisis (66%)

Only 3% of the youth have participated in cultural exchange programs with
China, and less than 1% speak the Chinese language.

60% of the participating youth have poor or no knowledge of Chinese history
and culture.

69% of the youth want the Palestinian Authority to adopt an economic

model similar to the Chinese model.

Recommendations

Conduct a Chinese-Palestinian strategic dialogue on ways to develop the
relations between the two sides, benefiting from the results of the study.
Associate the development of Chinese-Israeli relations with Israel’s respect
for the law, its response to the Chinese initiative, and the cessation of its
violations of the Palestinian people’s rights.

Intensify the cooperation between Palestine and China to hold an
international conference under the auspice of the United Nations.

Increase Chinese grants and aid to the Palestinian people in all fields.
Increasing the volume of trade exchange between the two countries, and
increasing the volume of Palestinian exports to China.

Directing Chinese support towards assisting the Palestinians to stop the
economic dependence on Israel and Western aid.

Enhancing Chinese investments with the Palestinian side, specifically in the

technological sector, and in areas that have been designated as area (C).



Developing scientific and cultural cooperation programs with Palestine, and
increasing educational scholarships for Palestinian students in Chinese
universities, especially for technological and precision medicine specialties.
Establishing Chinese schools and universities in Palestine, and supporting
Palestinian university programs.

Adopting courses for teaching Chinese language and culture in Palestinian
schools and universities.

Supporting programs to employ Palestinian youth in Chinese technology
companies.

Conducting a study on ways to benefit from the Chinese economic model in
developing the Palestinian economy, and stopping Palestinian dependency on
the Israeli economy and Western aid.

Conducting more joint studies in cooperation between Palestinian and
Chinese research centers with the aim of developing bilateral relations in
various fields.

Encouraging the establishment of units for Chinese studies in Palestinian
research centers and universities, given its importance in strengthening
cooperation between Palestinian and Chinese research centers and

universities.
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